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THE MEANING OF MARRIAGE
WHY BOTHER WITH A BOOK:

QU are going to get married, and to marry for life. That is,

on any reckoning, a big step to take. Your whole future

depends on it—and you mean that it should. You are, now, two
very different people. You have different parents and friends, different
likes and dislikes. Above all, onc of you is a ‘man’ and the other 2
‘woman’ What a world of difference is there !

You are going to make a new home, and start a new family. The
world in which you will do this is full of unrest and disorder. What it
will look like in twenty years’ time, when your children are growing up,
1o one can tell you. You may even hear people say that to bring children
into a world where the future is so uncertain, is too great a responsibility.

One thing at least you are sure of; you are in love. You know that
your love is real; and so you are ready to leave your father and mother,
your home, and perhaps the place in which you have spent your child-
hood, and begin a new life together. You are going to give yourselves
to each other — completely, joyfully, and “for keeps.” So you start with
something splendidly real and final.

Most couples set out with the same faith and hope. But many lose
heart when they meet with troubles and problems they had not expected,
and so were unprepared for; and some give up altogether. That is one
reason why this book has been written, and why you are urged to read
it. Tt is not just ‘good advice.” It is mainly a statement of facts — facts

that you ought to know if your marriage is going to be all that you long
to make it; a real and glorious success.
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WHAT MARRIAGE IS

The first of
0 <.
these facts is simply — what marriage is. You have

heard it call
called ; :
of these, But it ;s Esrmeﬁilp, @ contract, a ‘holy estate.” Indeed it Is all
the rest of their eart&wtﬁ 8 more — the union of husband and wife fo
¥ Lives, of which a new home is the proper scttlg:

and child
e erc;; Ct{h;:a}tgural fulfilment, Thg joining and sharing of all that
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::lzij:fdyo?’ cach in the other. Each of YEE
es. les: Eﬁc other lacks, partly becaus¢ ¥ :
: Tichnegg C;ECrcnces — physical, mental 1110
g 2 new ‘whg] an ’ﬂﬂness which are the gIory‘ {
id not fee] g, :miss and well-being to both Iu‘lsb—fﬂ
Ut rememhbe Ia ! E?ady’ you would not be thinking
T that this new life, with its wonderttt

Possibilities d 5
» doesn’t ;
e sp Just [1p ;
to the ¢ d, o Ppen. Tt has to be made— by you. That v;l
he
|

eginn; ver -

g W}ng. ONg you may live; and it is so from |
I Tager ) OVE Wedd;
1 later yeqrg O ng d"‘YCOmcsntis ; : arriage:
St. .. ’s} qullvcf} likely gy, « yoir who will mukcthcm«l.l 0 |
T S or by M, Y 52y “We were married by the Vicar

1€ priest - + So-g : :
OF Minster j siny 1nd_son But that won’t be strictly &% '
€Ssing upo 2 Y the chicf witness of your marriagc: 2"
n 1 . 4 K
You, ang You mgk, auc{. 1T he essential thing is what yo do av
the COHG;: 36 . the Priest, anq ﬁm pledges you give each other. ;
Thes, STegation, 4y, n the other witnegses, and your friends 1
State :
ate hag mada | Y AY means the only people concerned:

Aboy : aw
e a], S about
Marriage, and expects you to keep them:

vk ou
th His | ]YOIU to each other, who jois b
: : 1Clp that . succeet
Arriage is: 1,y + ying that e P , 4 your marriage may > ry
8 15; but 1atriages are made in heaven’» BV

it ha. i
$ 10 be lived on earth
[}

spiritual — make £,
. 4s r a-
martriage, and b

€rs You [JO

MARRIAGE IS AN ART

SCULPTOR must know two things as he sets to work., He

must understand the stone he is working with, or *faults’

will spoil his statue. And he must have in his mind the ideal
picture of what he wants to create. In this sense marriage is zn art. You
can hardly begin it without knowing something of persons — the
way their minds, their feelings, their bodies, actually work. You must
also have an ‘ideal’ of family life—a picture of what you want
your marriage and home to be.

WHAT IS A “MAN”—AND A “WOMAN":

In what ways are men and women unlike each other: How does
marriage affect them 2 The differences between them can never be fully
explained; but that is no reason why husbands and wives should be
always at cross purposes. Such remarks as “These women again I or
Just like a man ! only show that those who make them cannot be
bothered to think. Many a matriage breaks down because husband or
wife does not ¢ry to understand how the other thinks, and feels.

A woman’s emotions, as a rule, are more quickly stirred than a
man’s. She reacts more promptly to her immediate surroundings. She
is more easily moved to laughter or tears. A man tends to be absorbed
in a few main interests, often outside the home; and where those are
not concerned, he is apt to be bored.

A woman lives more in the home, and more in the present. She
finds in the passing moment entertainment and pleasure, as well as cause
for apparcntly needless depression. This, and her keener sensitiveness,
may make the process of settling down, in the first few meonths of
marriage, more trying to the wife than to the husband, whose outside
interests take his mind from the problems that ought to be faced by
both of them.

A man has, on the whole, smaller reserves of energy than a woman.
She can miss a meal, or a proper night’s rest, with less discomfort than he.
If a wife finds that her husband, when he comes home from work, does
not take a keen interest in household affairs until he has had a square
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meal, that is not because he is greedy, or merely pig-headed. Feed him
before you tell him about all the day’s events.

THEIR AFFECTIONS

man’i?%llffags?crz;lly, a w‘oman’s‘aﬂbcrions arc more ?tilbl'c thar: a
: : A fas married a wife, he may feel she is in his power:
P e e T b ke 2
way round. Because e ﬁlll 1lt It_.s h?uld, O,f " ,bc X 10 uld
show her all possible tcngi u? e h:_LP piness m hl-s hands, h?ﬂs 1'Lonkc
herself a5 attractive, intelli LI’DESS iild Altueior A - i 'y '1111‘
e t"k : fgul Ian cheerful a companion. as she can. "
without plenry ofqhzrlc‘l: \Egr%cr‘m;:d - ]‘3_"_‘3 e i ;nfif;oo
your courtship — that mygt gq Ouﬁ ‘FCddmg o no.t'?lttfc -
must be ‘lovers’ always, The[gs on all through your marriec 11 other,
the same desire tq lease lL st be thc‘samc_rCSpCCt for i e 43
iy = Showmgp ase, the same consideration, after ‘mnrrmg,t C
an your love in such ways, you will increase o
This i i i
than just tllietrf?l?ﬂ]]l:ni special way of bodily intercourse, which iS‘InC{[_‘;
act because the ot OfFCXunl desire. Husband and wife share i 2
‘ 1ey share e [ ir ‘ be
Todiog o A Ic_fiur whole lipes, their joys and their hopes, !
the 1°Yalt)' :mn‘%j trssl‘,c\vz:llc-]rlc n. Bchi_lld every act of intercourse shou be
Vomis s look;: 1{make 1t a sacrament of love. - 1olds in
store, However, i is wellgt Obr ward to the future and all that it bo shich
might spog] your happin, O be e that the past has left no trace o j to
lighe. 1¢ there i an)/thljjn ©5%, or which you will always fear may Comcw
make 3 cloay breas of-g n the past which your partner ought ©© e
wedding gy begin jt‘ Betier break off the engagement and it e
IR your wifp o, lll,}sl?ur married life with a secret you cannot po
fraly loves yoy will undmd' Confess it now, and be sure that one
twould he Unwise to erStaud‘ and forgive. If for any reason yoU
]:;akz YOuE confession tﬂcé}llgf;; "> your partner, at Ry e y"'?l‘ :
» & Wise 5 - L You cannot be certain what you
Priest will be able to help you

the
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HAppy EVER AFTER:

. 1]()[
t‘IND Separate personalities are blending che
the . ¢

¢ other. The husband will not expee
g

=

wife to do always just what he wants, simply because he wants it; nor
will the wife make such demands on her husband. There must be give
and take, on cach side.

You sometimes hear people say that marriage is all very thrilling
and wonderful at the start, but soon the romance fades away, and than
you must settle down to a dull, monotonous life in ‘double harness.”
Some marriages are like that; but they need not be. When husband and
wife are prepared to work for happiness, to learn by mistakes, to grow
in their understanding of one another, marriage becomes more interesting
and more joyful year by vear.

You light your sitting-room fire. At first the wood and paper flare
up, and the flames ficker and dance. Yet it is only when the fire settles
down to asteady glow that it really doesits job, and provides the comfort
and satisfaction you look for. So it is with marriage. The later years of
more mature love and deeper expericnce may have lost some of the
sparkle of ‘first love.” But what they have gained is precious beyond
CO]'[lPEer-

RELIGION .

If you and your wife (or husband) have the same religious con-
victions and can worship together in church, that will, of course, increase
the happiness of your marriage and make your whole relationship
deeper and richer. If, on the other hand, religion mieans a great deal to
one and little to the other, the most important thing in life cannot be
shared. Where both have sincere religious convictions but belong to
different Churches, other difficulties may arise. Sometimes one of the
parties is required to give a pledge that any children of the marriage
shall be brought up in the faith of the other. The last Lambeth Confer-
ence issued a solemn warning to Anglican men and wonien against
contracting marriages with Roman Catholics since this involves, among
other things, ‘a promise to have their children brought up in a religious
system which they cannot themselves accept.”

MISTAKES

At the beginning, when they are thrown together for the first
time in close and continuous intimacy, it is hardly likely that husband
and wife will reach the full happiness of marriage all ac once. This is
true of the sexual relationship as of other things. If intercourse is not

9




quite as delightful and satisfying as they had both expected, they llljl;:
accept their disappointment with good humour, Many couRlcs }}:{VC ‘ c
through the same experience and look back on it with a smile. Time :LI{E a
patience will cure most difficulties of this kind. If not, seck the help ot

: . : . inister cxpert 1
wise and cxperienced marricd friend, or a doctor or minister c¥p
these matters.

A SENSE OF HUMOUR

Married life is not only a test of character, but also a means of forﬂl"
ing it. To make the best of it demands good sense and good hymob,
the power to see things — including oneself — in their truc proportions:
It prevents a fault or a grievance from being magnified, or imagme

] _ e : st, the
where they do not exist at all, On the other hand, if they do ex1st
only sensible thing is for

: ¢ the
the one who is wrong to own up, and fo
other to forgiv

e. This is onc of the hall-marks of Christian marrag®
Differences of opinion, mistakes, and injuries of onc kind and anoth¢®
there are bound to be. Bug 4 husband and wife who arc true © theit
love for each other wil] grow through these very differences and M5
takes to fuller understanding and dceEcr friendship.

"CHANGING EACH OTHER”

Each of you thS
may have noticed certa s 1 e other. Perlt
you make a ment rtain faults in th .

o 10[]5
during yo ilnote that, alt11°“g}1 such faults were not very S;' : ith
ur {_‘Ilqarrcl-nent ,E‘ . 2 { a W
595 atter marri: ) - to e
them, Thep . § warriage you will be able

. 1ol
i will have e chance to change your partner’s —
AActer, to your owy plan )

That is 4]
d very well whe ; h
J 1y or d
but humay beings do n 1 dtabuping 2 comape

other in marri, e fi Ot respond to such treatment. You take
one angthey O%C oF what sor are, not for what you intend to
and ways, By, lctc?ltlrljc you will both have to alter some of your
! on
© by free consent, on both sides.

ouse '

cach
make
habits

MARRIED INTERCOURSE

ARRIAGE is a partnership of two whole personalitics, not of

parts of two personalitics. The whole of our human nature

must cnter into it. It has a spiritual side, because we are
spiritual beings, and love is a spiritual thing. It has a social side, because
husband and wife and children have to live in a world full of other
human beings. It has a material side, because hard facts like work and
money have to be faced if the home is to be kept together. It has also a
physical side. Every human being is a body and soul united. The soul
cannot do without the body, or the body without the soul. The soul
works through the body and shows itself in bodily acts of all kinds —
from shaking hands with a stranger, to the lover’s caress.

ITS VALUE

It would be wrong to exaggerate the importance of intercourse.
Itis not the be-all and end-all of married life. Married couples differ very
much in the value they set upon it. Some find it more and more precious
as they grow through bedily union to one-ness of heart and mind.
Others find it becoming less and less important.

For people who stand, like you, on the threshold of marriage, sexual
intercourse is naturally part of their expectation, and a very important
part. It is well that this should be clearly understood between husband-
and wife-to-be, however little they say to each other about it. It has been
known to happen that a man and a woman who were very close friends
got married on the strength of their triendship, only to find that the
very idea of intercourse was simply unbearable to one or .thc oth‘_:r of
them; and the result was tragedy. Better not marry at all, if there is no
agreement on this fundamental matter. ’

The physical side of married life is as truly part of God’s purpose as
any other. You should understand it in ‘ordcr_ to help each other in
making a happy and satisfying sexual relationship, free from embarrass-
ment and anxiety. - _

Married intercourse is the appointed means of doing two things.
It is the act which leads to conception, and so to the birth of children,

11
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s their love
it is also the special way by which husband and wife express theit
for each other, and by which that love deepens and grows.

CONCEPTION

; ‘ LCS

The lifestory of every child begins at conception, Evlncilgti‘e
place in the mother’s womb. Conception is the meeting © t“m:&: G
of the mother with one of the fertilising cells of the male substante
semen, which comes from the body of the father. . ofan

The egg-cells come from the ovaries, paired organs the sm‘; every
almond which lie within the pclvis, between the ‘lliP"b_Dncs' ant owards
month, an egg-cell released from onc of the ovaries 15 drﬂ"‘g ith the
the womb along a connecting tube. The womb is connecte ¥
outside of the body by a passage called the vagina. e which

Corresponding to the female ovarics are the testes of the 111‘{ ,L male
lie outside the body in a bag of skin called the serofum. In t ml rough
cells (‘sperms”) are formed, and in the act of intercourse they pass h the
the penis, which has been introduced into the vagina, -mell P rcaff)rm a
womb. If a sperm then meets an egg-ccll, the two combine £ life has
fertllised egg (‘ovum’) and thus conception takes place. A new 1
begun, and after nine months of pregnancy a child will be bors-

THE MONTHLY CYCLE AND

MENSTRUATION

The monthly cycle is .

By Incans of it the inner surface of the utenits, or womb, Pty
condition which enabl

.O\.\"
: i od and &7
i th es the ovum, if fertilised, to be fixed 2
;4 early stages of dcvclopmmt_ i
Sk ; ) i
: cistruation is not an illness, but a natural function- 1;'1 1! oy
1 iIrritahil i et
&Ppca(:n andl writability are not normal at the period, butl B lcc'll of
» 35 they sometimes : 2y DHEVSS :
; es do ealthy women . 1iable
special consid even in healthy w ,

eration on the part 3 s of blood 5°°
o icpe T, part of the husband. Los Jyis €10
f

gon-
i - conceP
part of nature’s preparation for ¢ nto

- 1 1
olemve sy mp and tired, If there is persistent trouble at £

<al advice myg be taken |

The mogt usual

the fourteenth day
variations from this
after ntercougse d

sary 1
: ovatl
time for release of the egg-cell from i nay

J ) I s T1he .
before menstruation begins, though these ™ " grs

3 . o Oﬂ. o
I particular cases, Whether or no concept i

epends on the length of time the egg-c©
12
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in the female passages after leaving the ovary, and on how long the
sperms remain active after being discharged.

After conception, menstruation normally ceases and no more
egg-cells are released from the ovaries till the mother has had her baby.

THE PERSONAL SIDE

So much for the physical side of intercourse and pregnancy. When
it comes to the personal side, the attitude of mind is alliimportant
because intercourse is not only a physical act, but one in which two
personalities meet and blend. Like the whole of married life, this most
intimate part of it should be approached in a spirit of joyful anticipation,
with perfect freedom and confidence.

It is most important that the act should be really mutual, its fulfil-
ment shared by both. Both should desire it, and both should rejoice in it.
The more completely you can help each other to take part gladly and
cagerly, the happier for you both. Do not be afraid that there is anything
wrong or immodest in this, Perfect love casts out all such fears.

PREPARATION

Unless the mind is ready and cager for intercourse, the body cannot
function propetly. On each occasion bodily changes have to take place
in both husband and wife. The man’s penis becomes stff and erect. The

wife’s vagina is lubricated by a slippery fuid which flows from special
glands near its mouth.

These changes take place more slowly in the wife than in the
husband, and result from mental and emotional stimulus quite as much as
from physical caressing of her face, breasts and other parts of her body.
“Love-making” in this full sense is essential if the wife is to take her
full share in intercourse, and enjoy it as much as her husband.

LOVE’S SACRAMENT

Once intercourse has begun, it shou_ld reach its natural Flill%ax in
both husband and wife; otherwise they will Fccl'stramcd and dtssuusﬁcé:

For the man the completion of the act, is clearly nTarkcld and is
followed at once by relief and contentment. It s!muld bring 'cl he same
happiness to the wife, though she reaches her climax, as a r{: ‘e, ll_nore
slowly than her husband. He should t}vmrcfori tt}l! told{,cla}rt;:z:giﬁg
in order to give her time. 1f he reaches it first, he should con
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as long as is necessary for her to reach hers too. Experience will probably
enable them in the end to reach their climax together.

THE HONEYMOON

It is often supposed that marriage must be consummated by 2
complete act of union on the first night of the honeymoon. Some
couples are glad that it should be. Others may well prr:fcr' that courtship
should continue after marriage, and lead to its fulfilment gradually.

However much it is desired, it may be several days before complete

union is possi 5] ; i
n1s possible. This is not only because the excitement of the wedding

may have brought on the monthly period early, but because the vagina
In most unmarried wor

skin called the -~ n,_l_?; is P«"FtlY closed by a picce of 11"1(:11'1br:m£; Oi
complete union tch;. 1 s may have to be stretched when the I{u
may cause Ccrta;11 5 Place, and, }1ow?vcr 'gcntlc the husband may ;C,
least to be dreaded * %Omt of pain, Shght‘ in most cases, and not 1n “{:

- Ahere may also be slight bleeding. Even when the

hymen is i
st . : -
vzghla adaP:chcldf, It may take some time before the outlet of the
1sell so as to admyi i i 1 fort.
. : 1t of intercourse without discomio
Such difficulties g

hould : .
not be exapge ation an
forbearance op the part exaggerated. Consider

s of the husband greatly help to overcome them.

Cen some pain when the hymen was ruptured, o
I to mnterfere with the happiness of the umom
act of intercoyrse.

I:‘LCCd be nothing furthe
if wooing precedps every
ND . » i
. ;?llzltcillcrate husband will wish to give his wife unnccessary pai™
ness will be re iizr rloughly i these early days of it e ELS gCnFicﬂ
which his wifcp Will:L indredfold in the will i,

lat :
Some hushands behaw 75 ofcr o bim be

intercT(;ursc i cntirely
¢ 1 i i

. mffgf}.,'”;i::} :ietEsff;11tercoLlrsc should always be as welcome 'alld
Thercfore 1ot neither o 3 to the hushand, Byt to reach it takes tme
nﬁrried Intercourse Xpect too much a¢ first. Let both rcalist‘ gt
| ought to be, and in due course will be, rich’y
ghtful, byt that they must help one another s

ing and eager co-opera
: cause all fear has been disPCHCd.
¢ Inconsiderately because of the commeon idea thaf
the hugband’s affair.

satisfying to both, 5 doctty orlong delay in reaching a union completely
€ consulted; the troublor Who specialises in this side of things shov

* i € can - ;
A medical CXaminatigy, |, often be

or o . lage i i
ther reasons ¢f p. 21 8¢ 15 to be recommended, for this 2

nd

HOW OFTEN:

How often should intercourse take place? Each married couple
must find out what is best for them. No definite rule can be laid down.
The following suggestions may help.

As we have scen, intercourse should only take place when both
are ready for it. It may happen that one wants it when the other does
not, and therefore the one who wants it may have to refrain. Bach
partner should try to meet the other’s wishes even at the cost of personal
inclination. There are times, however, when this is hardly possible — for
instance, when cither is over-strained in mind or body, or in anxicty or
sorrow. Again, about midway between the monthly periods the wife
may be disinclined for intercourse; if so, the husband must realise that it
is no lack of love on her part, but a quite natural and common condition,
and he should refrain. Such days of definite disinclination sometimes fall
at other times than this midway period.

Intercourse, if too frequent, may become mechanical; the meaning
and beauty go out of it. Each time it happens it should be desired and
valued as the expression of a decp and growing love. It should never be
allowed to become cheap and common.

Where intcrcourse becomes simply a habit, incessant and un-
controlled, it may be that onc or other parmer is using it as a way of
escape from strain in other directions.

Complete abstinence, if undertaken for sufficient reason and with

complete mutual agreement, is not necessarily harmful; the body adjusts
itself to restraint quite naturally. Tt need hardly be said that any excess
of alcohelic drink makes control harder.
; Sometimes it is the wife for whom moderation is difficult. Then
the husband must try to help her to self-control. In either case the
victory is half won if the difficulty is treated as a discipline which both
share, and for which they try together to find the remedy.

Where intimacy has always been the expression of genuine harmony,
actual abstinence (e.g. during the last months of pregnancy, illness, or
temporary separation) need not involve serious strain.

PREGNANCY

As soon as pregnancy begins, the welfare of mother and child is the
first consideration, The advice and help of the family doctor or ante-
natal clinic should be sought without delay.
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When the wife is known to be pregnant (the usual sign being thata
monthly period is missed) it is not necessary to give up intercourse
alrogether, but it is obvious that more than ordinary carc should be taken.
This is especially true during the first three months, owing to the greater
risk of ‘miscarriage’ taking place then.

Intercourse should become less frequent as the pregnancy “dmm,:cs
and special care should be taken to avoid any lack of gentlencss which
might injure the mother and child, It should cease altogether not later
than six weeks before the date of the birth.

This may mean a great effort of sclf-control on the part _OE the
husband. But the hope of a child gives him a fresh interest; and his love
for his wife will naturally make him sympathisc with what Shc, 4
going through, Pregnancy is a considerable undertaking for the \.mfc,
and therefore the hushand wil] be specially careful to study her feclings,
and if hecessary subordinate his own,

When the child is bor there should certainly be no intercourse

; ! s
until the mother has had time to recover completely, This will take 3
least six weeks.

T a
If children do not come as soon as you hope and expect, g0 ©
doctor for adyice

: ¢ side as
ok - The cause is nearly as often on the husband’s std‘c{
01} h{i Wife's. If the sterility proves to be incurable, they should constaic
“}’dltFleE to adopt 4 child (or better far, children) and so make a n€W
amily,

6

THE PATTERN OF
THE FUTURE FAMILY

OME of the materials — physical and cnmrion‘:d—whjch 2o to

the making of marriage have now been cxtnmu(‘:d. N.ow .rjon.llcs

the next stage. What picture of ideal marriage is to inspire the
right use of them: o .

We can say at once that while therc is an ideal pattern for 1121 arnagc
yet every union is unique: it is what cach couple ma,kc it. The idea ofa
kind of standard blue-print is nonsense, No one clse’s home and family
will be quite the same as yours. ‘ ) _

The principles on which marriage is to be built, however, are
clear; and these we will now consider.

PERMANENCE

To ‘marry” with half an eye on the Divorce Court is not to marry
atall, in the true meaning of the word. Marriage is complete self~giving —
no rescrvations, no holding back. This is its glory.

When on your wedding day, the two of you walk from the chancel
steps of the church towards the altar, you will leave behind the best
man, bridesmaids, fathers and mothers, and all your friends and relations.
That is symbolic. You are leaving the security of the shore-waters; you
have set sail upon the ocean of your life together, and there should not
be any thought of turning back.

There is here a splendid finality: “till death.’ True love will not be
content with anything less.

FAITH IN THE FUTURE

What is there to justify this great act of faith — that such complete
self-surrender will bring its reward:
There arc no certain grounds for it apart from our religion. The

Christian Faith declares that love is at the heart of the universe — that
God is love.

17
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Wllthom i religion we are left with a world of matter which is
u = 7 T i .
purposeless, without meaning, We are left with no explanation of how

e Succ}i a world beauty, and love itsclf, have come to birth.
ol rstianity gives us the clue, Your marriage begins in church be-
ause 1t 15 rooted in this faith, and because you have given yourselves

to each other without reserve, ‘for keeps.’

CHILDREN

Love finds i s : .
ds its fulfilment in an act which unites the two seed-cells

irt? gﬁ}fg?&;&ifjg:vi z?dfamily, therefore, is the mtum-l fulfilment
they find that there is a ! lm', - C:Lc_h other husband and wife may be,
fill, and that the comir; J ?—CLI l'llldthm[ natures which only children can
children come, hOW'ev%rO ¢ 111 ren dlraws them closer togc_tl'lcn If no
various ways, make up greatly desired, husband and WI.FC‘ can, in
remains, P to cach other for the loss. But a loss it is, and
day. FIiht?}Ir(:\l\{!: i:j:;]?s’gtgi?t}]mm.od“fion is a major social problem of our
and makes the ful] surrenjcr lcff }]n A way that puts strain on all of them,
puts great difficulties in th oF busband and wife more difficult. It':!]SO
because until her first chi]clc iw]:;y of early parenthood. This is scrious,
conception, Pregnancy, and bi-c-lftr? t];'c woman'’s cycle of intercourse,
mcompletion jiy ghe first ye “f' eeding has not been completed. ’I_‘hls
which adds to the difﬁﬂﬂ){ “rs of marriage may st u p nervous tension
harmony, ities of both partners in their progress towards

Marriage ; )
8¢ and parenthood are bound up together. What of the

Proper spacing of he children

If the inte
rval bc o i
than two Years, the n:;]m“ thf: birth of one child and the next is not less
last confinement and sh 1515'W1H be able to recover thoroughly from the
& will not have tyo children in armes at che same

time, The elder
r
will be a toddler before the next onc arrives

If the interya]
: val is lonee
five years, iy may be {)Jndgcf[ than. that, especially if it cxtends to four of
a or the elder child, because it has got used to

being the
centre of ; .
the family. 1¢ 55, privileged person, and not at

pleased at beip :
& Putin the second place. Indeed, it may be left with 2

- r
When children come, they take so large a share of tlhc w1f‘c s clncr]gy
that she may neglect her husband. She must guard against this; she has

to be a wife as well as 2 mother. -
- b - r 1.1

On the other hand, the husband must not be exacting; the chiidre
d love. If he Jeaves the

He should be

have a rightful claim to their mother’s care an
him to do

children entirely to her, there is almost sure to be trouble.
ready to help lock after them, and his wife should encourage fath
so. She can help him to realise that he has his own part to Ph,y s cr:
The unspoiled freshness of children 1s a rcvchtfon Wh.lCh Pﬂrcnlt).
ave constantly before them. To refuse to have children 1slnot on \
wrong in itself, it means that husband and wife deny themselves some

of the greatest joys on earth.

THE CHRISTENING

ng him to be christ-

When your baby is born, you will want to bri
ened, ; —of the
A Christian family is 2 part — a cell, it is sometmes called — o0
Christian Family which we call the Church.
. Your child becomes a member of your fami

Mo it. He becomes a member of Christ's family
Parents sometimes feel that they have little par
that what is done is largely done by the priest and the gocl O hild i
rcsponsibiliry, however, is really very great. At bapusm. y}o sl %
Made a Christian — but he is still a Christian child. WthhH. 1€ f{‘rﬂkc for
A Practising Christian depends largely on the sort of home you ¥
Um, and the sort of parents you are. 1 them, bat when
When children are small they will do what you tell € ’0-11 ™
they are older they do what you do. It is therefore never cnOElltT]e family
Your children to Church or Sunday School. The rchgjmri ) i famili(
Mustbe forall its inambits, fiot just for some of them. T he wdl R
shoulg worship together. ,It is a very old-fashioned 1deal ha Er s
should send their Slildrcn to Church and not g0 thc,ﬂ?sc \Tes,na
ch%ldrch are not welcomed, OF course, some EXtra pm}nswn is 1
Childrey _ e.g. Sunday School, and some special services-

ly just by being born
by being baptized.

¢ in this service, an
-parents. Your

FRIENDSHIPS

iendships
Mary : 1 f the frlr:ndsi
age e value © :

g Should mcreasc tl s of sCCllfltY L

OF Wil ..
Wife with other folk, because the deep et
10

de for

of husband

hey have in
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cach other’s love gives them a fuller understanding of life, and a new
freedom for other relationships.

By all means keep a place in your affections for old friends, ‘.lllld
also make new ones, so long as there is the clear conviction that wife
or husband comes before any other friend, man or woman, always. This
.applies specially to your relations.

“IN-LAWS”

Your love for your parents has been changing in character through-
out your life so far. It began in complete dependence when they were
‘all the world” to you. It should have become, by the time you marry,
more of a friendly partnership of equals.

Now your husband or wife comes first in a special Wway, so that
your parents tend to become part of your gencral circle of friends. They
are much less in the foreground of the picture. You will probably find
that their attitude to you will gradually change; encourage it to do so,

Many a marriage is wrecked because when any misunderstanding
arises, husband or wife rushes off to father or mother for sympathy.
Such people are not really grown up. They cannot stand on their own

feet. They still want to be pitied and protected as children.
You are both grown-

for life. You are foundin
your difficultics together,
the decisi
friends, a

up, or should be. You have chosen your mate
g a home of your own. You must work out
Take other peoplc’s advice, if you like, but let
ons you make be your own, You, and not your relations and
re responsible for making a success of your -nmrri:lgt“

LETTERS

Do not demand to know all one
another’s letters. Bach of yvou may recei
to the other without being unfair to

happy if husband and wife are prepare
completely, '

another’s secrets, or read all one
ve letters which cannot be shows
¢ writers, Married life can only be
din such things to trust cach other

HEALTH
It is unfair to your a i .
health. Tt is also un}!;air tcln) tli?;itlg Chter marriage without a clean bill of

before marriage £ ren. A doctor should therefore be sect
age for 5 thorough examination

20
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If there is anything likely to prevent your having Ch;llin?n(’)glc;?};ﬁé
your partner should know it before marriage. It may ?vedist' : .5 can be
which expert treatment can easily put right. CecR i of[ what
handed on to the children. The couple should be fully :L\\};Etff make it
this implics. There are certain conditions of the bI?Od ks :cld before-
unlikely that more than one baby will be born. IETvarEe
hand, appropriate medical treatment can be arr_ang?'d. R

A thorough pre-marriage examination wﬂAl ;'LlSO scl days.

e no hindranees to full and happy intercourse In the e

THE FAMILY INCOME

. Bat how-
The happiness of marriage does not depend llPOIIA rl;:f:fls:ﬂc certainty
ever small the home, there must be sufficiencys e ri;ﬂ E\:Cn if married
0L being able to meet the expenscs of the new househo < .hould ideally be
©13s to start in the house of one of the parents, r‘hcr:L j -, apart from
One room at least which shall be entircly the capple Sboz-s;tdllg LOOL:
the bedroom, unless the Jatter is large enough to bcf’- = b i da}L’ as we
usband ang wife should have the opportunity of privacy bY
4 Dy nighy, d o
- In the ordinary way the salary or Wages ar pai asband and wife
¥ should, however, be considered as belonging t{)l have 2 persona
Joindly, though (and this is important) both should ig]; They should
“lowance, however small, to be spent just as dlr':yt;vbc i’ortio.md o
§Crdc together how the main part of the income 115 o, luxurics, chureh,
h(}}.f will havc to blldgilt fOl’ l)OllSC‘chPingﬂ ClOt 1E8,
“harities, entertainments and holidays.

; he income must be regarded as belot ife does tO
COt 1 have agreed to pool resources. Al.l the \’\I'i i 4 contri .
-, comfortable and attractive is as important ¢ here the wife I
-L"““: Wwealth a5 the carnings of the husband. \'ﬁ;‘éand’s are.

Ming |)op wages should be treated just 5 her h

the husbﬂnd'

h of then because
keep the home
ution to their
is also

1giﬂg to bot

IP
HOME COMPANIONSH

,reater part
T Moge husbands are away from home for 1:11_0 (%srand evening
Oﬁ_lcouplc are together only in the carly mqr?msch other, they ¥
Ligh) try to make the most of their time wie €
¥ tewarded.
shad, ¢ day’s work that lics ahead Shou-lld nnpcr 1S
W over the breakfast table. If the daily P

of the day-
o, If chey

]'_]l €

allowe
ot be 2 i
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meal, the news should be shared
have a paper apicce !

When the husband comes h
find their chief refreshment
at once to a favourite pasti

by both. Some couples find it best to

ome at night, both he and his wife will
in each other’s society, and not settle down

g p ” TR
me, if this leaves the other one ‘out of it.

However happy they may be, the life of husband and wife is
incomplete if it is wholly kept to them

should be given to the welfare of
affairs of the neighbourhood.

A husband should remember
be just as tiring as his own, and th
than he does. He will therefore b
as he can,

The wife will remember that while she can do her work at her
own time, he has to kcep some

! one else’s time, and it is in her interest
as well as his to starg him off to work punctually, without rush, and
properly fed!

selves. Part of their leisure time
those outside the home, and the

that his wife’s work in the home may
at sometimes she works more hours
e glad to help in the house as much

LEISURE TIME

Should You pursue youy chosen leisure occupations together or
apart -

: ,.'It lf] 111;portant that botl, husband and wife should keep themselves

Pl}glca y fit and mentally glere, [ may be easy to do this without
ariing co b - i

parting company. If they have 1o go their separage ways, however, for a

short period each weel isi

t 5 the dCClSlOIl mus ken on
c £, taken

the grounds that by 50 doj s rsmuaalon ;

will not or the daily
round, but also begge, c ions for each (;rtllly e e
: ; her,

o il that afrer marriage your E‘meﬂi
= Wil be continged 4 f con ;
- S 2 mg . You w
discuss the matter together and ——— L YE r the
greatest ood of yoy pog 8f¢¢ on whatever makes o

Intellecty

: al interests shoy]
sonality, they

d1
add to fhe char oy

. ey i
given up. By cnriching P¢
m and vy,

¢ of companionshi p-
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THE WEDDING

. ct
HE essential act of the Marriage Servicc.ls 'chf':F sdo]eil;lﬂGléil;s
between bride and bridegroom, which is ratlt ;c b ¢
hame by the Minister who officiates. T.hosc Wlt recorded by
in 3 Register Office* arc content to have their Cotlltrac marriages arc
the State, without sccking the blessing of God. Thes i}
truly valid, and as binding as any others. o
To believe in the Christian view of marriage 1s [0
Hfmsclfhas united husband and wife, and that if they co-0

. . hat they
M He enables them to make of their marriage all th
Pray for.

believe that God
perate with
hope and

g od
3 : sour lives to God, ;
The Service expresses your offering of you tion, the

c
: J > oo the Introdu
"8 upon them. It falls into three divisions

THage, and the Benediction.

less

THE INTRODUCTION

1
; f God's
i X Taoe 1§ part ©
I This begins with the Declaration that mj"trl'lﬂﬁ‘ wasE; guest at the
sclt wa
Plan for men and women. It tells how Jesus Him ¢ in order that

are 1 will
1 hage g Cana, at which He changed water mto
Stvities mioht not be interrupted. co
. e 5
"re is then set forth the three-fold P Of hildren
(@) the birth and Christian upbringing of €
: . ;e nstinct i
") the right expression of the_su{ st o and spirit
Complete companionship m bﬂdy’km any reason why thlﬂ
‘ 2 : : vy KNOW 4
g e “Ongregation is then asked if they ki t to the coupie

AT o ion is pu
thepg 5° Would be unlawful, and a similar question 15 P
E‘lnsclvcs 2

f marriagt «—

THE MARRIAGE

. : w

nd Bridegroom now make their pact by
5 cm

d repeating the

ith onc another, first

the Minister :?nd
promises

Bridc a
¥ a.llg“, . ¥
Secong] 'e“ng Twill’ 1o 4 question fput to th

afte, hip, ¥ taking each other’s hand in turn an
s A
oy,

T Cf. p. 30,

23




4
¥

£
o

" law of the land, Yyou are ng

These declarations and promiises are the most solemn and binding
possible. They are made ‘in the sight of God and of this
congregation.’

Your promise to be faichful
avoiding what is commonly called

day by day renew your marriage in growing trust and love.
Next comes the giv

ing and receiving of the ring, The prayer that
follows shows that the ring is to be g constant reminder of the vows
which you have taken.

to one another means more than
‘inﬂdc]ity.’ It means that you will

Having done your part by taking cach other “for life’ you next look
beyond yourselves to God who makes you one. It remains for the

Minister, as the officer and spokesman of God’s church, to declare

that your marriage, having fulfilled the necessary
an act of God. He takes your
with the words:

put asunder.’
He then declares that ag
duly completed according to

conditions, is now
right hands, as you kneel, and links them
LS L

Those whom God hatly Joined together, let no man

the outward part of matrimony has been
the formg required by the church and the
W man and wife together ‘in the name of

thF Father, and of the Son, angd of the Holy Ghost,” A blessing concludes
this part of the service. )

THE BENEDICTION

You are now hushand
martiage. 'lYou are now res for your married life; and
you can rely on His grace ¢ help yoy,

You e
. 0};1’ first aTt. therefore, 4 man and wife, is to leave the chancel
steps where 5 1 1 inister

p ; ; y(lnu have been up 1o thy Pomt, and to follow the Minister
towards the altar for 5 short service of prayer

After the : i o

' , Lord $ Prayer (which has a special g nificance as ‘the
family prayer’ at this moment of i Thres
of your hvcs), come three prayers i—

(a) that your marriage may Prepare you for eternal 1
(0) that you ma

and wife, God ]

135 set His scal upon your
ponsible to Hipy

ife;
be . ‘
.y , and a sufficiently

as they should:
(c) and that Your matural fonde

cned by $5.for cach other may be decp-

12 same sl . i A
and died for fless Tove ity which Christ loved us
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HOLY COMMUNION

ied pair
i wly marrie
he Prayer Book says that it is right that the newly
The Prayer B ;

: . ether im
should receive the Holy Commumnion :ft)l%nit}’ after it en in
marriage ceremony, or at the first Oppo ideas. The Blessing S¥¢ -
Beware of magical and sup Crsntlo; : sufficient for @ hfe-t{ml.
- =] l r 0 gf(’lce 5 reculal y
: vice is not a supply ill o on regitat
¢ Marriage Service is ; t]ntthccouplew_ '8 help in their
It represents o beginning, and e ‘[ cceiving divine 1€iP
using the mcmsbof grace, and continually ¥ ers h and to
115 = v TeLs.
) e te pray : 1rch an
weekly worship and their daily priva ir];)t of coming © Ch[;d' o, After
Many marricd people make a pox ary of their W° ing. e
Holy Communion on or near the annivers? done his or ber o hey
¢ the
SXamining themselves to see how Cadl}ilca}i they took O T
(=)
enew before God the solemn vows W

were married. ’

hip in church. It belongs
s

o
The practice of religion is not .
to the life of the home. d wi
Itis a good plan for husband ?nr
€IoTe, to say their prayers togetich:
i which cach commends dear oncs s Prayer. 5 gzdie evening
Special blessings, followed {})y tlll,c I:i;ngc o est moment
Family prayers can often be art? is
than in the igzling. Child:c.n’s bﬂ:”?;‘ct; LZu:cl together-
or the whole family, includmg,&t; ’ ra
Mother take it in turn to say @ Slmp;ilflc story r¢
Protection for the coming nig,ht. Al and may he
C¥ening always delights the Clll](..ll ret, 7
fegular in their own Bible reading:
Grace at meals, whether husban
Cllﬂdren, links the unscen and Cte[{;lz::hﬁe
these and 411 thy blessings, we that:
8races that can be said.
The newspaper and the W d
the home, Prayer and Bible stucy
SPiritual side of home life.

done so
re than 8 silence

¢ with their
Y world. ‘For

£ mmany such

world inte

2ffairs of the ot kill the

jreless bring thcthat they do n

make sur¢
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APPENDIX |
FA
AMILY PLANNING AND BIRTH CONTROL

1}. Ch.nstlzms are inevitably faced

there is a difference of opinion ever

cach must decide as seems right
(=]

with moral problems about which
llvamong themselves. In such matters
best advice and information Le ;S 1-1153 F“’;’n o e
s g : an. Birth control is one of thes b
most married coupl R
1 ples have to consi ir atti i
2. There is general agrecment e csbintemunice

il o _ that it is right to limit the size :
'1bouty c}w s, e well-being of mother and children de . SIZC-OF th'c
: 1¢ method of doing this en demands it. It is

hold that to abstain from iIltcrcgutlmtfoplmlons difte. Some Clristians
] IS¢ Ior as lon 2 -
right away. Other. : g as necessary is the onl
¥ s usc what is called the “safe period,’ thi)ugh m:m;:
2

d : S
octors think this is not reliable. The method of ‘withdrawal’

CICourse 1s COI“PICtC SPOI‘I
5 thc 1ct u bﬂ.nd 311d \‘\‘i ¢,
])i:i(lje 1t I ' & i.Or l}o[h h 8
ar ld mn ﬂlly case Oftcn E]..L[S to PI’C?E]IL’ conce Ptioﬂ

3. I P .
dl 1 d l
P that disy CEITL
tison d](’,‘ ujc OE \rt1 E.C I contrace fives tha dl Ig] erment 15 Shﬂ[ est
Ihe[e a[ﬁ, SEC k‘l g g:n ra j’ I 2 P mts o 1ew

A.

Tha A
S t. th.c u.sc of contr:lccptivcs 18 always wrong, since it imposes an
artificial limitation upon intercourse sucl i e
bR 1as to alter the nature of the act.
.I ¢ d this view usually allow that the use of the ‘safe period’ is
2 legitimate TN S . ;
1 legitimate means of bl.rth contral, since it involves no interference with
the sex act itself: seed is deposited where it can reach the womb, even
though there is no egg-cell present to be fertilised. What s rof permissible
(they say) is to make the act of intercourse something less than it is by

nature.
B.

That expressed by the Lambeth Conference of 1930 (the asse.mbly
of all the Bishops of the Anglican Church throughout the world) in the
following resolution (carried by 193 votes to 67)—

“Where there is a clearly felt moral obligation to limit or avoid parent-
hood, the method must be decided on Christian principles. The prim-
ary and obvious method is complete abstinence from intercourse (as
far as may be necessary) in a life of discipline and selfcontrol lived
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless in those cases where
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Jimit or avoid parent-
on for aveiding com-
other methods may be
¢ of the same Christian
demnation of the

shness,

there is such a clearly-felt moral obligation to
hood, and where there is a morally sound reas

plete abstinence, the Conference agrecs that
used, provided that this is done in the ligh
principles. The Conference records its strong conc
use of any methods of conception-control from motives of sclfs

. ¥
luxury, Or merc conveiuence.

C.

al in cvery fertile marriage, $o

That the s i
use of contraceptives 15 0L :
: J and deepen their love

that husband and wife may continue to €Xpress A o
¥ sexual intercourse even at times when they do not 1{1tcnd to c??ccag{c;
another child. Man (it is said) is always “nterfering with 11atu;cu ?ran d
OWn purposes; and, wisely vsed, contraceptives allow of:; u z'ori
ticher married life than is possible without then, at least for the ﬂl‘iain?;
of Couples. There is, thercfore, not only no moral reason 28
their use, but a positive case in their favour.
All Christians are in complete agreement that

. ;
T the use of contraceptives ;
)t to avoid proper

(1) for purely selfish motives, of in the attemyp

and necessary sclf-control.

(2) to avoid Pafcrlthood altogether.
ich is entirely v :
ide marriage,
course outside MArras: :
Cr ¢he teaching of Christ.

it right to ask

there is no justification

u l 1 i ir use b)
! i g d ff rent &0[11 thClI us

(3) wbind i . “’vh - \K’th}‘l{.‘f cotl-

h sban ﬂ]ld \"'JifC‘ Int

traceptives are used or nOt, 15 against :
. ay fCC
! What should a married couple do? X }=df iend. In the end
the advice i s ian doctor or a truste I
ice of a minister or Christian do¢ 1o that Yourscl"CS‘
10 one can make the decision for yous Yo% oAU Lt the casicst thing,
E{OU really want to do the right thing, and notJ* be quite Sure that
and j PN L may
na JE' you ask God to guide your choice, you M3}
e will,
& It may be helpful to add a
r A
3 Y marriage. So many couple
se LR
N 5 home — with ‘in-laws’,
30‘3“1@11. Is it better to postpone the first
Y own — or carning more money?
27
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note about the use of cgntlra i
s have to start marricd Jife in son
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often — that this 15 2 Ib}lrnut,
e 4 baby antil you are living on

ptives imn -




This again is a matter whicl
selves. But there age other cons
mind and which will help them

1 each couple must decide for then'l-
iderations which they should bear in
to choose wisely.

(i) Many couples find that to
i narriage detracts fro
the natural spontaneity of ]

. b
se contraceptives at the bcgmg{rl:,

i ; in,
m the pleasure of intercourse by spoiling
leir love—mak'mg.

2, o y : ; arnot
(ii) If there i any physical defect which means that you GUl
have children, the use o

: i1
f contraceptives will prevent you from finding
this out and having it

ins the
treated. The sooner such treatment begins
more likely it is to pe successful.

(i) Tt is dangerously easy for a couple who decide not to ha‘:g
children for 5 time, to get so used to 4 higher standard of Iwmgl ar :
more freedom tg go about together than they could ever Ti:r
once they become parents, that they put off starting a fmmly y,ij
after year, and sometimes decide in the end not to have children ﬂtldcs:
Not only is this Wrong in itself, but it means they deny themselv

some of the greatest joys men and women can know.
It 15 sometimes s

aid that hushand and wifc are better ﬁtt,cd tt}:;'lcjli
Parents if they haye 4 short period — six months or a year —in W 1to
t0 settle down to e business of livina together before they have alsoh r
face the responsibilitios gnd anxicricsaof caring for children. Whet zt
or not this is true of certain couples, in most cases it is certainly best ni S
0 postpone the firg; baby unless the circumstances of husband and wcc
make it | i do so, If they decide not to have a child at o; ht;
view their decision at least once every year-
dding js a good time to do it.

=
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APPENDIX II
B
BANNS OF MARRIAG

1 e parish,
I tin the sam . ’
0 bO BT ot o 1 t[ me towi bll &
h Iy e s * If one of you lives m
you th il e not only h

: ish churc anns have
banns are called for both in the Pﬁnd there too. After th.c b.;er:iﬁcate
another parish, banns must be calle 1sh, you must obtaina
b Crllp;l f ’ hree Sundays in that parisi, ¥

cen called for three :

: he
s it with you to t
bring it Wi i
{ries therc and : o1l canno
authorities his certificate, ¥
of banns from the Church ¢ p s hout this
Chlllarcﬁii tlwhich Jou get married. Witho

i ish, co : g
¢ married. - 11 is your parish, €0 i
£ in doubt about which is YO P:hc services at Wl }llEEIP
L i ke oint of attending y i1 worship, and 50
ey : P
S o should “ﬁ“ dcto JPOin with the Chu{f rou will be sure that n'a
: alle 5 ; L s
anns are to be ca arriage. Incident2 _)',gon of your mme
you to prepare o Yogr T rd:i’_mr the Pubhal ne the wedding.
: arding "
mistpk $ been maac rcg_ to POSEP
mistﬂtc h:i ‘31 micht make it necessary © P
ake whi g

nsult a clergyman.

» cONSENT
PARENTS e consent of both parents
i

can
21, then th No one under 16

1d'be obtained.

COns
t ents
o Pﬂr

THE °
ABOUT
PRACTJCALDETAHS

SOME Al

If cither of you is und?fou
of the party under that age sb

cnt.
~1 with
“gﬂﬂy marry at all, ¥ ith or

RVICE ddmg bc sure to
e el
for the W' arish you
;  arrangements atall sy whose pa
Be{olrc rfmkmgdﬂl(‘iztc with the Vicar OF
arrange the time an
i uld have
are to get married. best mat sho v
e bt take
The groom and best e o. These two
- g Service is due 11 as the 1Rg- - s you face
e e belore fhe S his pocket, 25 “;ﬁ right hand side (2
m e
t?e S pule r;:ad}; £ the church 0111 ¢ the groom-
thej i ront o soht © =)
: ﬁeu iea.;s ;11 thlz est man sits on the 713
¢ altar). The

BRIDESMAID®

ul
and they sho e
¢hrough the Ser

ast ten

h, at lC(

o first at the church,

ve
KA1 arrl

£t} to start

h
d wait at the churc

- 1 Xt
Bridesmaids arrive flCI 11’1
entrance, They should stafid ¢

Roll
? If you are on the E]ectqrﬂlin s
even if you do not live

» called there,
jsh your banns may be ©
of a parts

P:U':IS -
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THE BRIDE

The bride arrives with her father

She takes her father's g
r's right i i

had e 0 oty b b g, 1 5V o gh

I s any).

. ;hcircsc ar;de m'?(riﬂis tz{p the church, the groom and best man rise
i i and at the foot of the steps to the chancel (the
bride takes her pfazcsgin&ﬁ? llmSt man stands on the right, and the
stands on her left, the bridcsn;agcl;a{uﬂl?riithe B om L beiie B

The bride ¢
1en han
off her gloves, ds her flowers to the bridesmaids, and next takes

(or whoever gives her away)-

QUESTIONS

The Answ
‘ Cr to th i
{Ohn (or Mary) wilt tifﬂg L]Tf: t'lonl put to the groom and the bride —
(msli;}l}d) o i TWILL ;‘;‘z ‘tIllC.; woman (man) to thy wedded wife
cno the qﬂestio o Q.
LI I z . .
?Elna 15 asked, the bl’icl::’\)vflj 0 giveth this woman to be married to this
tide by her right hand wsj Iat]h-c t makes no spoken reply. He takes the
: ister. He, in tupy passetglt}m right hand, and passes her hand to the
. ] E ag. H
1t, and holds j¢, Still hold; 1¢ bride’s hand to the groom, who takes
II; J,Ohn’ take thee, Mapv H:g * Ehe groom repeats after the Minister:
their hands for 5 monzélc € - .. When this has been done, they loose
and the bride iy, o 1t, a:}d then rejoin (still using right Tands),
urches bride and gl'ooP EaftS: I Mary, take thee, John . . ' In somc
. he Pm},cl. Boak isn;h ace each other for the exchange of vows.
1t and blessed, T M en held out for the ring to be placed upon
Iwho takes the ting andnstcr thf:n holds out the book to the groonl
1and). He holds i thore iftcesvrt upon the bride’s fourth ﬁngc.r (]uﬂ:
ge & H 2 TCPes ¥ S f : = 4
]‘;cj o beating after the Minister: ‘With this 18
ride and gro
4 om
congregation), The JFCH kneel (not the best man or the father OF
:_lg_am, and he Clasps : lstelr thc;n asks them to join their right ]mnds
Jomegtjtogcthcl- L Clln in his, and seys: ‘Those whom God hath
ter the blese: en comes a blessin &
. £351n S £.
153C %t? in the } 2 thtl: bride’s father and the best man retur ©
f1¢ and groom follow Turd?‘ Bridesmaids remain where they are:
::I; nto the sanctuary Hetrm J;Vf[lmstcr to the altar rails, but do not pass
vice, unless there js 2 ﬂcdémy remain kneeling until the end of the
7 ress, ks

3o

SIGNING THE REGISTERS
At the conclusion of the Service, the bridal .couplc fggow t-léz
Minister to the Vestry where the two registers are ﬂgncd(.l Bfrllcsgﬁz{ c
follow with the best man, and the parents of thc‘groom an :d the ; Vé
Guests should be asked not to move from their places und you 1int
returned from the vestry and have left [}1.(3 chu.rch. Y(Z;l ; ;m:;on\;(rdl
the church empty while you leave, cspccmll?f if thf:f\ cthc g Marel
is being played. Two witnesses sign the rchS{CLS,‘ é: ten e e
and bride’s fi:uhcr, though it may be others. T}lc ride s;llgﬁ_micm P
name. Usual signatures (sce that they are legible) :.lrc sismS "
bride, groom, ;111d witnesses. In some churches mkrcg
in church immediately after the vOWS have been taken.
C -
L ind choit), discuss the music with

If you decide to have the orga ( se well known hrymss.

the responsible person at the church. Ch

FEES i
.Y of the church in
cumbent (and OrgzmISt) 011}’ take part in

actud
hether he (oF they) actu: art
" if the bride or bridegroom mvite

(or play the organ) he will

The fees arc paid to the i
which 4 marriage takes Placc W
the ceremony or not. Conscqucﬂt]}”

- A . mes e ..
any one else to solemnise thell AL rigm. Permission to invite
receive no fee unless you give him an honorarttt-

Oro - i it ent (Of
lister (Or 0Ig 1110 1CC ﬁ'l 1L [hC ll'lCun'lb
( g 1 SE) InUSt bC Ob A1
) th[—' ChUI C}l el '\’Vlllch bc m lrflcd-

TCE

e REGISTBR QFFOPﬁce i¢ will take the

ied i ter ’ ]
i 1a d in a Regts 415 e
sl i ere imarried I church. T he safmc }1l i

5 : (i
iy \ot necessarily less than that of 2 iau ;

a
: tioned here hecause somctu{:cs o d_i :
el h give up the idea because thcy
1in church § . quiddy -
uch more cheaply 2

you are to

Same time to arrange as i
has to be given. The cost i8
wedding, These points are m
who really wished to e marricc
believe they can be married so 11

Regi :
cgister Office. IN CO NCLUS JON

) . If on watl
-...Don’ t be afraid to ask your Paml-l PE;TE bgok when
advice about any queries raised by IrI;;S cannot help you
: .r. If he ¢
to go through the service together.

: ~onle, OF with son
be able to put youin touch with other peoples

which can.

¢ further help or
vou meet him
l;imself he will
e 01‘ganisation,
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